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The need for practical training
INTERESTED IN INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION ?
International arbitration requires a number of skills: dealing with clients from different
cultures, resolving disputes between parties from all over the world interacting with their
counsel, appointing arbitrators from outside your jurisdiction, arguing your case before
them, and applying new procedural skills such as oral arguments, cross examination, expert questioning and the like.

IS LEARNING ON THE JOB GOOD ENOUGH AND FAST ENOUGH ?
Professional and specialized training for practicing lawyers is increasingly important today.
The SAA Practitioner’s Course, including the CAS in Arbitration, provides more than a
legal education. It offers balanced training sessions for the skills needed. Participants are
trained to feel comfortable and effective in an international arbitration. The lecturers will
not be speaking about arbitration from their armchairs, they will be walking you through
a real-life case, step by step.
Hands-on knowledge, knowing how-to doing the research, draft documents and dealing
with institutional rules is presumed in a legal environment where time is of the essence.
The course offered by the Universities of Lucerne, and Neuchâtel as well as the SAA provides specialized training which can be found rarely elsewhere.

Welcome to the SAA
A preferred place for international arbitration like Switzerland is apt to provide education
of the highest level in international arbitration. The Swiss Arbitration Academy (SAA) is a
private institution founded and directed by a group of arbitration practitioners including
attorneys and professors to provide professional and practical training in arbitration. The
University of Lucerne and the University of Neuchâtel are established and renowned Universities in Switzerland. The three institutions are jointly offering personal and supportive
post-graduate programs in arbitration.
The lecturers are recruited from renowned arbitration practitioners experienced in international arbitration in and outside Switzerland and are a key element of the program. Participants will, on average, get training from one to two guest lecturers per day. Participants
will gain an opportunity to have personal access to a number of high profile arbitration
practitioners who join the program as guest lecturers (see the website for an indicative
list of previous guest lecturers).
The training program covers all aspects of international commercial arbitration taking
into account major arbitration institutions, such as the Swiss Chambers of Commerce, ICC,
LCIA, SCC, DIS, VIAC, ICDR (AAA) and SIAC. In addition, features of ad hoc arbitration are
also covered.
The program has a distinctive practice-oriented approach. The first module provides for
introduction to the fundamental features and the law of international arbitration. The
following three modules cover practical issues on the basis of a mock arbitration case. Relevant aspects of arbitral proceedings from preparation of the proceeding, client handling,
the final award, its challenge and enforcement, are analyzed from the counsel’s as well
as the arbitrator’s perspective. In addition to the course lecturers, further practitioners
participate in the different modules to assist and coach students in practical exercises.
After the four-week training, participants will have acquired essential practical knowledge
of how arbitration is conducted by counsel and arbitrators.

The program in International Arbitration
CAS Coordinators: Prof. Dr. Daniel Girsberger and Prof. Dr. Christoph Müller

MODULE

TITLE/TOPICS

HEAD LECTURERS

1

Fundamentals of
International
Arbitration
How to Commence
Arbitration
Proceedings
Taking of the Evidence,
Hearings, Discovery,
Interim Measures
From the Hearing to
the Challenge and
Enforcement of the Award

Daniel Girsberger
Christoph Müller

2

3

4

Xavier Favre-Bulle
Joachim Knoll
Laurent Killias
Urs Weber-Stecher
Philippe Bärtsch
Daniele Favalli

The four modules run from April to January of the following year, each starting on a Thursday morning and ending on a Monday night. Both post-graduate arbitration programs are
taught in English.
This course is designed to accommodate the working professional, balancing classroom instruction with the professional needs of the participants to attend to the demands of their
firms and clients. During each day of a module, participants will be given an opportunity to
attend to their professional responsibilities. In between modules or after the last module,
the participants applying for a Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Arbitration will
work on the preparation of their research paper. For all the participants an examination is
due after the first module.
For further information please revert to the Website www.swiss-arbitration-academy.ch

Organization
WHO SHOULD ATTEND THE COURSE ?
This course is designed for lawyers, in-house counsel, and other professionals interested in
international dispute resolution. No prior experience in international arbitration is necessary, but of course useful.

CERTIFICATES
Successful participants will be awarded the SAA diploma as Arbitration Practitioner
(ArbP). In addition, a participant may obtain an internationally accredited «Certificate of
Advanced Studies (CAS) in Arbitration – Joint Degree of the Universities of Lucerne and
Neuchâtel».

VENUE / ACCOMMODATIONS
The course is taught in Lucerne, Neuchâtel, Zurich, and Geneva. Participants should make
timely arrangements with a hotel.

Endorsement
The ICC Switzerland, the Swiss Chambers’ Arbitration Institution (SCAI), the German
Institution of Arbitration (DIS), the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce (SCC), the Vienna
International Arbitration Centre (VIAC) and the Milan Chamber of Arbitration (CAM) have
endorsed the program as supporting institution. The SAA is delighted to receive these
honorable recognitions.

Team

SAA AG
SWISS ARBITRATION ACADEMY

The faculty of the SAA is a mix of permanent faculty members (Academic Council), its Advisory Committee, and prominent guest lecturers who are responsible for certain aspects
within a module. The academic supervision by the two Universities is secured by their
faculty members Prof. Dr. Daniel Girsberger and Prof. Dr. Christoph Müller.

SAA ACADEMIC COUNCIL

Dufourstrasse 56
P.O. Box 1285
CH-8034 ZURICH
SWITZERLAND
info@saa-switzerland.ch
www.swiss-arbitration-academy.ch

The Academic Council consists of the founders and directors of the SAA. Currently, the
Academic Council consists of the following members:
Philippe Bärtsch, LL.M., Partner Schellenberg Wittmer Ltd, Geneva			
Daniele Favalli, LL.M., Partner VISCHER, Zurich				
Dr. Xavier Favre-Bulle, D.E.S., Partner Lenz & Staehelin, Geneva			
Prof. Dr. Daniel Girsberger, LL.M., University of Lucerne, Of Counsel Wenger & Vieli, Zurich
Dr. Laurent Killias, LL.M., Partner Pestalozzi, Zurich				
Joachim Knoll, LL.M, Partner LALIVE, Geneva					
Prof. Dr. Christoph Müller, LL.M., University of Neuchâtel			
Dr. Urs Weber-Stecher, LL.M., Partner Wenger & Vieli, Zurich		

HONORARY MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMIC COUNCIL
Prof. Dr. Andreas Furrer, LL.M., University of Lucerne, Partner MME Partners, Zurich		
Dr. Philipp Habegger, LL.M., Partner LALIVE, Geneva				
Dr. Paolo Michele Patocchi, LL.M., Partner Patocchi & Marzolini, Geneva			

SAA ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The Advisory Committee consists of personalities who have expressed their support for
the SAA. Because of their vast knowledge of international law, their standing in the international arbitration arena, and their expertise in arbitration proceedings, they significantly
add value to the Academy.
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